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aubade
Red squirrels get it on like rabbits
right outside my window, right above
my pillow, practically inside my sleeping
head, screaming and chittering and banging
branches like it's going out of style, the god
damned Salvation Army of red squirrels fucking
like bunnies at the crack of dawn, while the cold rabbits
and I get a resentment, and stick our heads deeper under cover,
just hoping for another hour, maybe two, of now-impossible sleep.

elegy
A dead mouse this morning: splayed on its belly,
a diver frozen mid-leap, a floater in a dry pond.
The ritual of summer begins, in spite of ice: the remonstrations
with the cat, the dustpan, apology, a final flight into brambles.
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